
L E G A L  G U I D E

Disclaimer: This is a guide only and does not constitute legal advice. Specific advice should be sought for each case; we cannot 
be held responsible for any action (or decision not to take action) made in reliance upon the content of this publication.

Inheritance & trust disputes
We regularly act in cases involving 
matters such as:

>	� claims for promises made by the 
testator (proprietary estoppel)

>	� challenging the validity of wills

>	� applications to rectify wills

>	� claims under the Inheritance (Provision 
for Family and Dependants) Act 1975

>	� challenging the actions of executors in 
the administration of an estate

>	� claims for the removal of executors 
and other personal representatives 
and trustees

>	� trust disputes

>	� applications to the Court of Protection.

Respecting relationships

Every case is different: while some 
require a robust approach, disputes of 
this sort are often extremely sensitive, 
many involving family relationships. Our 
experienced lawyers approach matters 
in an understanding, practical and 
sympathetic way.

An eye to cost

The court’s approach to costs in cases 
of this type tends to differ from other 
litigation. We do everything possible to 
protect our client’s position, ensuring that 
cases are resolved, taking account of costs 
and the value of the estate.

Early resolution

We will often advocate the use of 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) as an 
effective means of achieving an early 
resolution. In cases of this nature, 
opposing parties will often resist settling 
until the alternative is made very clear to 
them. We have a tremendous success 
rate with ADR and have an accredited 
mediator in our team.

Our expertise

Our team includes members of 
STEP (Society of Trust and Estate 
Practitioners) and ACTAPS (the 
Association of Contentious Trust and 
Probate Specialists), experts who are, 
by definition, the most experienced and 
senior practitioners in the field of trusts 
and estates and related disputes.

Sometimes family inheritance can 
become problematic if there is no 
will or if family disputes emerge 
after the death of a loved one. 
For some, if you think that the 
will is unfair, contesting it may 
feel like the only choice. Where 
no will exists, family inheritance 
entitlements are governed by the 
rules of intestacy.

H O W  C A N 
W I L L A N S  H E L P ?

Taking time to understand 
your specific situation, we’ll 
take a sensitive and practical 
approach to resolve the 
problem, and can advise how 
to claim under the inheritance.

Please telephone or email 
to arrange an appointment.

Y O U R  L I F E  &  T H E  L A W

Our newsletter for private 
clients, Your Life & the Law is 
filled with topical legal updates 
that might affect you and your 
family. 

Sign up to receive the latest 
issues by email or post, or 
download current and past 
issues at:

willans.co.uk/your-life-your-
law-newsletter

C O N T A C T  U S

Clear, professional 
advice from a friendly 
and approachable firm

	 +44 (0)1242 514000

	 disputes@willans.co.uk

Find your lawyer online at 
www.willans.co.uk/people
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